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MENINGOCOCCAL DISEASE
IDENTIFICATION

CLINICAL DESCRIPTION: Meningococcal diseasemanifestsmost commonly asmeningitis
and/or meningococcemiathat may progressrapidly to purpurafulminans, shock, and desth.
However, other manifestationsmight beobserved.

REPORTINGCRITERIA: Clinicd diagnosisor laboratory confirmation.

LABORATORY CRITERIA FORCONFIRMATION:
e Isolationof Neisseriameningitidisfromanormally sterilesite(suchasblood, CSF,
or lesscommonly, joint, pleural, or pericardid fluid).

KENTUCKY CASEDEFINITION: A clinically compatibleillnessthat islaboratory
confirmed.

ACTIONSREQUIRED/PREVENTIONMEASURES

KENTUCKY DISEASESURVEILLANCEREQUIRESURGENT NOTIFICATION:
REPORT TOTHELOCAL ORSTATEHEALTHDEPARTMENT IMMEDIATELY upon
recognition of acaseor suspected caseinaperiod not greater thanwithin24 hours. Public
healthinterventionexpected. I f heal th department personnel cannot becontacted directly,
notificationshall bemadeby el ectroni csubmission or by tel ephoneto theemergency number of
theDivisionof Epidemiology & hedthPlanning: 1-888-973-7678.

EPIDEMIOLOGY REPORTSREQUIRED:

1. Kentucky ReportableDiseaseReport Form —EPID 200 (Rev. Jan/03).

2. Nationa Bacteria MeningitisandBacteremiaCaseReport - CDC 52.15N
REV. 02-93.

PUBLICHEALTHINTERVENTIONS:

¢ Investigationof knownand suspected contacts.

e Chemoprophylaxisor observation of closecontacts(SeeReference3, p. 6-7).

e For each case-patient, ensurethat anisolateof Neisseriameningitidisfromanormally

sterilesitebeforwarded tothe Kentucky PublicHeal th Laboratory for serogrouping.
| sol atesshoul d beforwarded evenif thereferring laboratory hasalready determinedthe
serogroup becausethiswill ensurethat theisol atesareavail ablefor further genetictesting
shouldanoutbreak investigationbecomenecessary.
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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,COMMUNICABLEDISEASE
BRANCH: 502-564-3261.

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,SURVEILLANCEAND
HEALTHDATA BRANCH: 502-564-3418.

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH, DIVISION OF LABORATORY
SERVICES: 502-564-4446.
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